
 

 

Giving at Family Houseparties 

Fundraising is as spiritual as giving a sermon, entering a time of prayer, visiting the sick, 
or feeding the hungry  
- Henri Nouwen  

We don’t need to be nervous or embarrassed about fundraising. We are offering an opportunity to 
involve God’s people in God’s work. To support something that most of those on your event are 
hugely passionate about. An opportunity to partner with your event and with the Stewards’ Trust. 

Aim of this paper 

To bring greater consistency to how we approach giving at ST Family Houseparties. 

• Giving is for the benefit of the houseparties themselves and helps support the work of ST. 

Why? 

• Your houseparty and the work of ST are hugely valuable and have significant impact. 

• Post Covid, our work is growing* again and we want to build on this momentum. In growing our 
work, we are helping to grow God’s Kingdom. 

• Fundraising is an important element of growth and events are the only opportunity we have to 
directly invite people to consider supporting your event and ST. 

• The lack of consistency** in the approach is leading to vastly different results. 

*Growth 

Growth is already happening in all areas of our work. Here are just three examples: 

• 2023 Easter Youth Camps saw growth of 15% year on year and were our biggest ever. 

• We have a new Family Houseparty this year, which was full very quickly. 

• In 2022 we launched a program where our volunteers now mentor young people in ST. We 
recruited, trained and launched 10 volunteer mentors in 2022. We’ve tripled the number of 
volunteers involved in 2023 already. It’s just the beginning. 

**Result of inconsistency 

In 2022 the range in funds raised at different family Family Houseparties was £0 to £15,000. 

The £15,000 raised at Framingham 1 was fairly evenly split between the Houseparty and ST, slightly 
more going to the houseparty. 

The benefits to Framlingham 1 are very significant: 

• They are able to be more generous with bursaries. 

• They can be more generous with thank you gifts to their speaker, worship team and youth team. 



 

 

• They have greater confidence going forward in terms of budget as they were able to retain a 
surplus. 

How to do it well? 
 
Learning from Framlingham 1, our own experience and from observing best practice over the years, 
we know what works best. 

• The success of Framingham 1 is in part due to a long-term (20 years +) commitment to 
encouraging a culture of generosity, and giving space and time to helping guests engage with 
giving. 

• The approach they take has been passed down over the years. Don’t worry if you don’t see 
immediate impact, it will come over time. 

• Pick a good time to speak to your houseparty about giving.  

• We recommend an evening slot at a main meeting (e.g. Communion). 

• Second half of the week. 

• Avoid a time where lots of noise from kids or other distractions. 

• Have someone speak from the houseparty and someone representing ST. 

• Prepare (we can help develop your message if helpful). 

• 10 mins together max and split time evenly. 

• Back each other up - it’s not a competition between ST and the houseparty. 

• Clear message about what giving goes towards in terms of the Houseparty, e.g. bursaries, thank 
you’s etc. These are things people love to support. 

• Provide clear instruction on how to give. 

• 1 flyer*** with all the bank details, gift-aid declaration, QR code link to giving page etc.  

• Have an actual time to give. 

• Framingham 1 have a collection at the main meeting the morning after the giving talks and 
flyers have been handed out. They communicate that this will happen as part of the giving 
talk so people come prepared. 

• Thank people. 

• At the event - general thank you as part of notices. 

• We will always write to donors after the event if you provide us with the information. You 
may want to thank people who have specifically given to your houseparty too. 

What we can do to help you 

We’re here to help. Please reach out if you have any questions. Specifically, we will: 

• ***Provide the flyer to be used at all Family Houseparties but tailored to your event. 

• Make sure someone from the ST is available at your houseparty to do the ST part of the giving 
talk (Family Director, Chief Executive or a Trustee). 

• Provide other materials/resources to help, e.g. ST Impact Report, copies of centrally produced 
resources (mentoring guide, Free Indeed etc.). 

Fundraising is the gentle art of teaching the joy of giving  
- Hank Rosso 


