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Appendix 10 of the Safeguarding Policy

We believe that prayer is a fundamental part of ministering to people of all ages and should therefore be done safely and sensitively. We believe that during prayer ministry, adults can experience the power of the Holy Spirit and we should therefore steward these moments in ways that are respectful and kind. There is a natural power imbalance between the person who is praying and who they are praying for and this should be acknowledged and reflected in the care that is provided. 

· Keep eyes open to see what is going on and to act if it is necessary. 
· Maintain dignity at all times. This includes tissues available for tears,  not drawing unnecessary attention to the person being prayed for, taking care if they need to lie down. 
· Be aware of clothing and the lack of dignity that it may bring in certain situations e.g. when lying down. 
· Avoid manipulation of emotions and actions.  Examples of this would be suggesting that a person is feeling a certain way, encouragement of financial giving etc.  The focus should be on listening to the person and listening to God rather than offering advice or ideas. 
· If someone experiences an emotional response to prayer, ensure appropriate pastoral care and follow up -  the event host should take responsibility for this . 
· Ask before you act e.g. if someone is happy for you to put a hand on their shoulder. 
· If yes, make sure it is on the shoulders and is a light touch. 
· Pray with the same gender and in an occupied public space. 
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