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Risk Assessment Guide

A Risk Assessment document is required by our Safeguarding Policy for each event undertaken by, or in the name of the Stewards’ Trust.  At its simplest, it is a record of careful critical thinking to foresee and therefore prevent possible harm in any form.  Risk can never be eliminated.  Although some activities may on reflection be rejected due to levels of risk, the main purpose of assessing risk is in order to manage it carefully and enable rather than prevent things.

In general, the risk assessment for the site will be conducted and document provided for you by the ST team.  This addresses permanent site-related risks such as stone steps/low walls/ponds or lakes etc.

This risk assessment will begin with the outline of our Safeguarding protocols as one of biggest risks on any event.

Your responsibility is to read and engage with the assessment, following any instructions and owning and communicating any risks and subsequent measures through your normal event comms.  It will be important to note who is responsible for ensuring plans are carried out.

Once you have a programme planned for your event, you will need to add to the risk assessment regarding any activities that elevate the risk levels.  With any risk of harm, you’ll need to grade how likely that harm is to happen, and how severe the harm would be if it did.  Using the colour coded table you can assign an overall rating to that specified risk.

As with all of life, risk is everywhere.  This process is about acknowledging and addressing obvious and foreseen risks, not speculating about wild things which could happen out of the blue.  Ensuring that clear thinking happens before the event, will go a long way to minimize inherent risks and prevent those which are unnecessary.
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